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CORONER'S INQUEST

The noble wishes of an unsung heroine

leisha Simpson tried to save her siblings in fatal fire and served as surrogate parent when her mother couldn’t cope
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I:t qucstion came f:om Su?an
Fraser, lawyer for Onlario’s
advoeate for children and vouth.
SheaskedIéisha:(pronounced
Eesha) Simpson what she would
doii'shé had a'magic wand.
“What would be vour wishes?'
thedawyver asked, “What would |
you'd L}-u.jith your wand??
There was a long pause; then
Ms. Simpsonisaid, “1 wonld bring
my family bacls .abvc one Mdiput

us in a different country, in'a big

house.”

A few minules later, Ms.Fraser
asked if there was anything else.
Ms, Simpson, who was wrapping
uphertestimony at the coroncr's
inquest ¢xamining the Dec.22.
gaths of hermom aml

Jif There was :ln}'
hke toadd.

lmge tate mllem" hers 1
overher small face. “1 apa
for hemgslara. [mever.got ' By
sitters”’ - o
In rlwsqu-w :enwnr-;-s s all
the' pramise of, and-all limits”
upon, this little bit of a girliwho
was brought up right, who al-
ready hasleamned the hardlesson
of strong black women (as her
Auntie Sophia Anderson proudly
sald once/in her testimony, *We
endure™); who has suffered 100
much;whase concrete aspirs-
tions never grew as big as her
idle dreams, and who, inthe end;
joins the ranks of young single
mothers who need housing.
leisha is the unsung héroine of
her family's tragic story inthat
she three times returned to their
burning house in an effort to
save hier siblings. in that when
her mother; Diane Anderson,
drank too much or used drugs or
couldn'tcope, it'was leisha as the
oldest who stepped up as‘a surro-
gate parent to her three brothers
and sistér; in that thoughshe suf-
fered the loss of the most signil-

icant father figure in herlife (not
| her biological father, but-Leroy
| ‘Whittaker, the man who was en-
gaged to hermom when he was

mather's losssvhich-took prece-
| dence,
| “Fdon't have a relationship
with my dad,” she said once.
“He's alwiys been in my life, but
.. My dad never showed me
| things-a father should show a
daughter; [Leroy] showed me
| how to love.™

But when M, Whittaker was
shot to death — an mnocent tar-
get, Torante' Police said at the

| time = Ms. Simpson's mother fell

| gunned down in 2005);it was her |

| the liv

apart; she couldn’t spend anoth-
er night in the bedroom they had
shared as a couple and bought a
futon, soshe could doge off in
ing room; In addition, one

| of Ms. Simpson's little brothers

hadbeen with Mr. Whittaker at

| his apaciment whien the killer

fired through the front door.
Ms Simpson’s loss was sub-

| sumed in the overpowering grn_f

of her mom and brather, As she

| qald of herself, *Honestly, Howwsg

grewup, I'm a strong person - |
st deal withit” She buriedher=-
selfin volunteer work after

schiool, anything to get out of the. |

sad house'with the shrine for a

| few hours.

When Ms. Fraser asked if there
was anvone she could really talk
to; Ms, Simpson said softly, “Na
one” When she asked why she

| lived with her best friend, Ms.

| blessedly un-lawyerly -
# | anyone else but that friend is

Simpson said, “Because I'm on
the waiting list for housing™ and
has been for more than two
years.

And when Juror No. 2 - at in-
quests, the five jurors get to ask
their own questions, and they are

asled if

| helping her now, she said no. He
| asked if she was in school; she
said no: “I'm planning to go back
in September” she said.

She hasn't finished Grade 13,
the inference that when she had
her baby, she had to drop out.

“Did anyone ever talk to you
about what you'could do after
| Grade 127" Juror No. 2 asked. It
was clear that what he meant
was, did she have no mentor, no
significant adult who might have
nourished her ambition, boosted
her confidence, told her how
smart and lovely she is?

“No," she said,

Juror No. 3 then asked about
| her own relationship with Mr.
Whirtaker. “Like I said,” Ms.,
Simpson said, “he was better
than my father”

Her evidence complete, she left
the room then, went to the foyer
to retrieve her cight-month-old
Tayjah, who is named after the
sister who perished in the fire,
The baby was cryingin her stroll-
er when Ms. Simpson'came out,

i but settled quickly in her young

| Mum's arms.

| lasked her howshe wasigoing
to be able to finish high school if

shedidn't have child care; she

had no idea.

Tayjah is gorgeous: She has two
| teeth, with two mare coming in.
1+ Whien Diane Anderson died
faiare than three vears'ago, ler
hard life over, she'was 45, with'a
| Grade g-education and five chil-

dren; with little real involverment
wirgm any of their fathers.

Proud, and private, she wasa
tough person to help when !:hi_!
| was alive = andiit’s not <learshe
wisever offéred the right:king -
and certainly, she is bevond help
T,

If U were on that jucy{d focus
on recommendations thar might
Jift upithe likes: pfﬂ@?abv with

e two front tecth and her
| YOUng mon.




