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CORONER‘S INQUEST

CAS failed to answer mother’s Cry fOf I elp

Months before the fire that killed two of her fwe children; Daane Anderson gave 51gns that she was losmg her ab111ty to care for 1hem

| would prmt off the referral and.
assignittoa clu]d pmtemon :

Flemmg saldl It sheu]d have
been investigated within seven
days, but 1t wasn't hecause of hu- 1

Finch Avenue

1other of five
yhe own admission -
-thinking of sui-

all wouldn’t be

1zan Fraser, lawyer

) "Gra'ndra\;me Drive :

equiring fast action’ -~

‘spoken dl;ectly mth ’ner _and

| come

she didn’t want to leave her kids
alone suggested he said, that an.
) dia 3

But on a whole other lﬂi« el, the

* |"fact that Ms. Anderson, a fiercely

proud and private woman,
phoned the police to ask for help

| is also at odds with the portrait

thatlawyers for some of the

“agencies represented at the in-

quest appear to be tryingto .
paint... :
Thejurors havc hea.rd from
witnesses from the Toronto Comn-
mumnity Housmg Corporanon

‘peatequ

offered help but either
refused it or screwed things up.

. Shewas desperate, her sister
Sophm Anderson and daughter
leisha Simpson have testified, to
get out of her cockroach-in-
fested, too-small and decaying
townhouse,

Yet documents mtroduced
through Steve Floros, a housing’

- director with TCHC, show that

Ms. Anderson was quickly ap-
proved for a transfer to a bigger
unit out of the Jane-Finch area,
but that some offers fell through
because she was behind in her
rent, and arrears disqualify ten-
ants from being moved.

Ms. Anderson didn’t reply to
one offer, and failed to show up
for an appomtmenf to see asec-
ond unit.

Other records: shovw-that after

; corplaining about the cock-
| roaches in her townhouse, when

pestcontrol peaple showed up to
spray the house, Ms. Anderson
hadn't managed to “prepare the
unit” by emptying cupboards.
and moving furniture.-

Yet that woman's hands
weren’t full, but everflowing: She
had one toddler, another child
with behavioural difficultics, a
teenage daughter and two other -

‘about her kids.



