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tits most basic, the story of
thieraging blaze that killed a
mother and two. of her: chlld.ren
-ab

Struggles th'
housing _'énd

words a 53880 xeaimess bo‘sh ’
human and societal..
The Déc. 22, 2007 deaths.of Di-

ane: Andcrseu {hu nine- vea.r—old

The ﬁve member ]ury and pre-
siding coronerDavid Evans
watched astonishing video of the

" five that showed the family’s teen-
age daughter, leisha Simpson, es-
caping the flames, then
desperately runninghackintothe

ratHardrra i Savncat lavot thivds

: and-drugs for

ond-floor closet.

Ms. Anderson and Tayjah and
Jahziah perished from inhalation
of soke and firc gases, Crown
counsel Rebecca Edward-said i
her opening statement; andit ap-
pearsthat when Ms. Anderson fell

| asleep, two-of the'boys began

playing “campiire” with their
mother's “smoking materials”
and started the five.

“Diane Anderson could not be
roubed » Ms. Edward said. “No i

ward told the j
But despite ]
Anderson “was a.l_ov_mg_mothx,r
whotried her best” for hrer five
youngsters:‘with ittle -involve-
ment from.any of the fathers
Thisdnquest isp’
it d

daught\,r “Ta) At :
cid son, Jahziah, are now the sub-
sect of a coroner’s inquest that be-

1 'zan in downtown Toronto

Wednesday.

¢ five-member jury and pre-
1g coroner David Evans
atched astonishing video of the
= that showed the family’s teen-

age daughter leisha Simpsen, es- -

apmg the flames, then -
esperately running batkintothe
athering inferno atleastthree
Times to search forher youngc.r
siblings.

On her final try, returning emp-
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* -+ | Iy-handed, Mg, Simpson, then just

Aid Society-of Teronte with the
family; theinvolvement of the
Torotito Community Housing
Corporauon whn:h'owns the

and ‘rhe role ofith

Service i
bl
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the: mvolvemen‘t of the Children’ s-.

16, ran up the lane in the Jane
Street-Finch Avenue West housing
complex and gota neighbour,
Dale Bowerbank, fo help her.

Mr, Bowerbank c¢harged
through that front door into the
heart of the fire and emerged
with two youngboys, Travari-and
Trevon; one conselous, one un-
conscious from the toxic smoke, -
Bothlived.

By the time the first Toronto
firefighters arrived - within four
minutes of receiving the call from
their dispatcher - the fownhouse
was completely engulfed, with
temperaturesinsidereaching be-
tween 500 and 60c-degrees Cel-
sius and poisenous: amake 50
thick there was zero visibility..

From the momerit smole was
first visible on the video - faken
by asurveillance camera - to the
first grcall, two minutes and ig
seconds elapsed.

From the moment gii passed
the call to the five dispatcher and
that dispatcher fo the fivefighters,
another 62 seconds were gone.

From the moment firefighters
at the District 14 station got the
call and threw on their gearand
breathing apparatus and were
belted into their trucks, another
two and & hall minutes elapse’l

From the first sighting of smoke
to the firefighiters’ arrival at the
Crandravine Drive townhouse,
437 seconds; orTess than seven -
and a half minutes, had passed,
yetitwas alloverbut the weep-

.| andin the laying of charges,-

Trhis mque i datory
one, but chscrenenary, caJlLd M:
Edward said; to-explore what she
called “three areas of concern” -
the involvement of the Children’s
Ald Sotiety of Toronto with the
family; the involvenientof the
Toronto-Community Housing

- Corporation, which: owm_thL

sprawling complex, in
and the role of thie
Serviee in fite preventio
ularly in-conduchng.

safety

That's all Ms. Edward said abeut
whal the inquest will explore. -

But another hint'of which ageri-
cies have astake in the proceed-
ings and what relationships and

[ pr actises will be closely’examined

is found in the fact that nofewer
than nine groups have official
“standing” at the inquest; mean- -
ingthey are represented by a
dozenlawyerswho ean: ask ques--
tons on their behalf,

Included in those'groups are the
beleaguered FCHC, the fire serv-
ice, the Torouto DlStflCt School

i Board the-Office of the Ontario

Fire Marshal and-the Children's

| Aid, aswell as three of itg work-

ers, whoare separately represent-

ed.

The family also has standing,
andis rnpresented by lawyer Rog
er Rowe.

. Ms. Simpson, w ho isnow1g, is
expected to testify about that har-
rowing early; morning just before
Christmas, asisMs. Andersen
sister, Sophia.

Other witnesses will testify Ms.
Edward said; about what differ-
ence a working smoké alarm

- might have made, and howthe

Toronto fire departmientap- .
proached the issues of rion-cormp:
liarice. . .

Homeowners and landlords are
required, undera law passed in
late 2005, to-have working smoke
alarms on every level of every
home. )

Non- compha.nce can result in
prosecuﬂon, bothfor landlords -
TS, under




