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C1ty pledges to make thlngs
tive thi

old brother, who told her there was
- fire in the living room. He and Jah-
ziah had been’ playxng with school
papers and lit them with a lighter
that belonged to their mom, who
was asleep inanearby chair.

“Tt was extremely hot. . . . My p11-
low was completely soaked in
sweat,” recalled Simpson, who
the living room, where
the eng‘u]fed in: ﬂames

“Iwas Y ammgmymomsname-

screammg at the top of my"
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lungs,” she recalled, adding she
couldn’t enter the room because of
the fire. She tried to douse the
flames with a jug of water and then
ranoutside and screamed for help.
She then ran back into the house,
with thick smoke billowing from
the wmdows. and darted up the
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Teen ran into |
burning home
three times

FIRE from GTi

A surveillance camera at the To-

ronto Community Housing com-
plex, near Jane St. and Finch Ave W. f
-aptured the heroic efforts of the
reen, who ran in and out of the
wouse three times.

Simpson said she had no re-
ollection of the neighbour or how
many times she entered the house.
Nor could she remember if she had
heard a smoke alarm.

Simpson testified the home’s
smoke alarm would go off without
orovocation and that her mother
aad complained about it to TCHC,
sut that it wasn't fixed.

Court has heard that the home's
rwo smoke alarms and carbon
nonoxide detector were discon-
nected sometime before the fire.

Simpson testified her mother,
vho struggled with alcohol and
Arugs after the 2005 murder of her
jancé, had been drinking the night
of the fire.

Simpson, the mother of an 8-
month-old, testified that the mur-
der marked the beginning of her
mother’s “downfall” After that, An-
derson fell into a depressive state,
anable to handle the overwhelming
stress of being a single mom of five.

She would retreat from her family
— sometimes locking herself in the
~loset and disconnecting the phone
or refusing to answer the door —
and turned to drugs and alcohol.

The inquest is examining services
srovided to the family by various
igencies, including the Children’s
Aid Society, the Toronto school
soard, TCHC and Victims Services
Toronto. Court has heard Anderson
did not receive adequate support
from some of these agencies:

Family lawyer Roger Rowe
yrought forth a motion to also ex-
slore Anderson’s relationship with
‘he city’s social services agency, bul
twas denied.

“As upsetting or difficult or sys:
tematically challenging as a per
som’s life may be, an inquest doe:
not look into the whole life of the
deceased but focuses on the cir
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